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'DIC BSL and wife partici- "\
pate in democratic process

i

R SHARMA : BOKARO

In a testament to their civic
duty, Birendra Kumar Tiwari,
the Director In-Charge of
Bokaro Steel Plant, cast his
vote alongside his wife, Anita
Tiwari, who serves as the
President of the Women's
Committee. of Bokaro. The
couple arrived at the polling
station early in the morning,
| highlighting the significance of

participating in the democrat-
ic' process. Birendra Kumar
Tiwari has been a pivotal fig-
ure in the industrial sector,
guiding Bokaro Steel Plant
through various developmen-
tal milestones. His involve-
ment in the voting process

underscores the importance
of leadership in fostering civic
responsibility. Anita Tiwari,
who is actively engaged in
community service, accompa-
nied him, reinforcing the mes-
sage of active citizenship. As
the day progressed, polling
stations in Bokaro witnessed a
steady turnout, reflecting
healthy voter engagement.
The participation of promi-
nent figures like Birendra
Kumar Tiwari and Anita
Tiwari serves as a significant
encouragement for the local
populace to engage in the
democratic process,
highlighting the crucial role of
leadership in promoting civic
participation. ’ v
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"BSL launches drive to idenﬁfw

illegally occupied quarters

Divy Khare | tnn

Bokaro: Bokaro Steel Plant
(BSL), a subsidiary of SAIL,
has embarked on a compre-
hensive mapping drive to as-
sess the current state of its
37,000 staff quarters. The mo-
ve comes in response to the
long-standing issue of illegal
occupancy persisting for over
adecade.

Despite periodic eviction
drives, the exact number of il-
legally occupied, damaged, or
vacant quarters remains unk-
nown. The mapping exercise
aims toprovide BSL with acle-
ar picture of thesituation.

According to BSL chief of
communication Manikant
Dhan, "The exercise headed
by general manager Alok
Chawla begins today with a
targettocover up 500 company
quartersdaily and completing
the task in 3 months’ time. Se-
parate teams including wo-
men members have been for-
med who are going to each qu-
arter and collect details. This
is the first-time when such a
drive isbeing doneby BSL ma-
nagement.”

Residents have welcomed
the initiative, with Rajesh Ku-
mar from Sector 12A stating,
"Every legal resident values
the mapping drive. Illegal oc-

Divy Khare

E
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cupants encroach upon BSL
quarters, compromising safe-
ty. Removing them ensures a
safer environment and curbs
unlawful occupation, electri-
city,and water theft."

However, data indicates a
worryingtrend, withmore qu-
artersbeingillegally occupied
than vacated in 2023. Approxi-
mately, 1,300 quarters are cur-
rently recorded as illegally oc-
cupied, and officials estimate
an additional 2000 to 3000 qu-
arters across various sectors
are in a similar situation. The
identities of those residing in
these illegally occupied quar-
ters remain unknown.

BSL's records reveal in-
stances where individuals
from various sectors, inclu-
ding officers and personnel
from police department, dis-
trict administration, politici-

ans, and other segments, were
found unlawfully occupying
BSL quarters. In the past, cy-
bercriminals and Maoists ha-
vealsobeenarrestedfromille-
gally occupied quarters.

Bona fide residents have
expressed discontent and in-
security, as BSL incurs signifi-
cantfinanciallossesdue toun-
paid rent and electricity bills.
Dhan explained the mapping
processinvolvesdocumenting
details such as residents' na-
mes, permanent addresses, fa-
mily members, and profes-
sions for each quarter.

The decline in BSL's emp-
loyee strength, from around
50,000 in the mid-1990s to app-
roximately 9000 currently, has
resulted in large number of
quarters falling vacant lea-
ding to an increase in illegal
occupancy cases,
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